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New York Times best-selling author Julie Garwood takes breathless sensuality to thrilling heights in

this unforgettable adventure of passion and intrigue. The Emerald flew across the seas, carrying the

pirate Pagan - despised by the ton, whose riches he plundered, and beloved by the poor, whose

plight was eased by his gifts. The Marquess of Cainewood vows to hunt down the pirate wretch in

revenge for his brother's death. But when Jade, an enchanting vision of rippling red hair and eyes of

jewel-green, appears at his door to beg desperately for his protection, the Marquess agrees to keep

her safe from the villains who want her dead. Jade is infuriating, exasperating, and gorgeous; Caine

is noble, strong-willed, and powerful. No woman has ever befuddled him so, nor so deeply aroused

his desire. But as Jade answers his knowing caresses with an innocent, wild abandon, they are

drawn into a web of treachery that will test the very heart of their love!
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Cain the Marquess of Cainwood sets out to avenge the death of his much loved brother, Colin. He

prepares a trap for the mysterious pirate, Pagan, of whom not much is known except that he killed

Colin. Cain's plan is to set up shop at a bar on the seedier side of town and act as if HE is Pagan.

Cain figures that once Pagan hears of the imposter, he'll make an appearance. Cain waits patiently

each night, prepared for Pagan's wrath. One night after closing, he hears the door of the bar slam

open. He turns, expecting to see Pagan and prepares for his revenge. He does not expect to see

the beautiful but disheveled Lady Jade and he is really not prepared for her offer. Thinking Cain is

Pagan, she offers him 30 pieces of silver to kill her.(And this is just the first chapter!) There are so



many twists and turns in this story. Everyone seems to be lying or bending the truth about their

circumstance, past, and even name.I thought the the true strength in the plot was the romance

between Cain and Jade. Cain falls in love with Jade first. He tells her that he loves her first. He is

perfectly content to to say "I love you" without hearing Jade say it back. He's confident that he will

hear her say it when she is ready. A bit arrogant? He is that, and overprotective, demanding, bossy,

and cranky! It is all part of his charm as a man in love. He is so supportive of Jade, especially when

he realizes that all of her loved ones have left her at some point in her life. Cain calmly waits for

Jade to realize that he's not going anywhere.I did think that when all the explanations were handed

out, the story dragged on a bit. Everytime a character appeared that was out of the loop, the

explanations were given again and again. It all could have been said the one time and alluded to

after that.

In Julie Garwood's GUARDIAN ANGEL, Jade is a strong, beautiful woman with flaming red hair and

green eyes, and some secrets of her own. Her love interest is Caine, an imposing man with dark

hair and gray eyes. In the beginning of the novel, Caine is seeking out a pirate named Pagan whom

he believes killed his brother. In hopes of drawing the pirate out, Caine masquerades as Pagan,

knowing the pirate will be enraged upon hearing of someone else stealing the notorious pirate's

name. Caine's plot is interrupted somewhat when the beautiful Jade knocks on the door of his home

later that night and begs for his protection against people who are trying to kill her. The rest of the

novel is colored with intrigue in the war department, pirates, murder plots, and the growing romance

between Jade and Caine as Garwood keeps us madly turning the pages to an ultimately satisfying

conclusion.So why did I give it less than five stars? Well, I'd like to point out I felt there were good

parts and bad parts about GUARDIAN ANGEL. I was very intrigued by the plot

because--well--pirates are just plain sexy!! C'mon ladies, we can admit it--pirates are VERY SEXY!

However, I felt as though the pirate aspect of the novel wasn't played up as much as it could've or

should've been. Instead, GUARDIAN ANGEL was more concerned with the political intrigue and the

on-going power struggle between Caine and Jade. However, in its favor, GUARDIAN ANGEL does

actually have a plot. (All of us who regularly read romance novels recognize sometimes the plot

becomes nearly an afterthought to the characters' relationship!)My concerns about the plot itself

were relatively minor. My main reason for not giving the novel a higher rating was the

characterization of Caine and Jade.
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